


SEPARATION FROM SIMILAR SPECIES: The head plumage was unmistakable,
separating it easily from the gray and green heads of the accompanying male American
Wigeons with white forehead and crown, green stripe through eye and down sides of
nape, and grayish throat and brownish gray throat and neck. The head and other plumage
showed no sign of hybridization with American Wigeon.

PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE WITH THE SPECIES: I have seen one previous Eurasian
Wigeon, a definitive adult male, also at Lake Arthur, in 1998.

REFERENCES CONSULTED: None during observation. I was certain that this was a
Eurasian Wigeon, but I was curious about the combination of definitive adult head and
rusty sides, and so later in the afternoon I consulted Waterfowl: an Identification Guide
by Madge and Burn; the Collins Bird Guide by Killian Mullarney et al., and Angus
Wilson’s Ocean Wanderers web site. The bird was virtually identical to the individual
pictured on Wilson’s web site at <www.oceanwanderers.com/EurWig.html>

NOTE: For most observers, the bird has remained too far away for adequate
photographic documentation. Two or three observers saw the bird more closely and in
bright sun, but I doubt that they will send written documentation.

This report was written on November 1 from notes made three hours after the sighting.
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Pennsylvania Ornithological Records Committee

Voting Tabulation — Round One

Species: Eurasian Wigeon (Anas Penelope)

Date of Sighting: 29 October 2005 to 4 November 2005

Location: LAKE ARTHUR
County : BUTLER
Observer(s): Paul Hess et al..

Date of Submission: 2005
Submitted by: Paul Hess

Written Description: Yes

Photo: No Specimen: No Recording: No
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